
SINCE THE DAWN OF ADVERTISING,
lovely ladies have been used to sell
everything from soap to pickup trucks.
But the women of Pinups for Pitbulls
are more than simply beauties or 
burlesque queens. Founder Deirdre
Franklin, whose stage name is Little
Darling, describes a modern burlesque
artist as “a strong woman who’s
expressing herself in an art form that’s
liberating.” Part of a subculture that’s
revived a classic American art, they’re
also using their talents to save a classic
American dog.

Franklin’s first encounter with a
Pit Bull was a lesson in the life-
and-death consequences of breed
prejudice. When a stray was
brought into a shelter where she

was a volunteer, policy not only
dictated that she couldn’t adopt

the dog, but also that the dog
couldn’t be released to a breed res-
cue; the dog was later euthanized.
Franklin’s response was to adopt
Carla Lou, her first Pit Bull, from a
rescue group; Carla Lou quickly

became what Franklin calls
“the love of my life.”

Carla Lou inspired
Franklin to get involved in
Pit Bull rescue locally, but 

she was pushed to another level by 
her experience in the aftermath of
Hurricane Katrina. Determined to help,
she turned to MySpace, where Pinups
for Pitbulls still does a lot of its net-
working. There, she says, “friends who
knew I was into animal rescue and was
kind of a loudmouth about it” con-
tributed to a plane ticket so she could
go to New Orleans. After persisting
through a few days of being turned
away from the rescue efforts, she got
out on the street to find that a huge
percentage of the dogs were Bully types.

“That’s what lit the fire under me,” she
says. “Seeing it as a national, not a local
issue, changed my perspective.”

Using her talents and connections,
Franklin was able to start something
that helps in a unique way: Through
benefit performances and sales of their
calendar, Pinups raised about $20,000
last year for the Bully rescue cause. Now
they’re planning to branch out into
selling prints and more merchandise,
and have just received nonprofit status.
Franklin has big plans of her own as
well: she’s studying for the LSAT so she
can go to law school and gain new tools
to further her cause, especially the fight
against breed-specific legislation.

You might think that with such a
specific theme, there’d be a limited pool
to draw upon, but last year, 50 models
applied to pose in the calendar with
their own Pit Bulls. Could it just as 
easily be “Pinups for Poodles,” or Pugs?
Maybe, but Franklin thinks there’s a
special connection between the modern
burlesque artist and the beleaguered
Bully breeds. They’re both outsiders,
used to being stereotyped, she says.
And Franklin, a woman who isn’t easily
kept down, seems to be a kindred spirit
to the many Pits, who, like her own,
have kept their loyal and loving charac-
ters despite adversity. Describing one
big dog rescued after Katrina who
wagged his tail so much that it had a
bare spot where it hit the ground, she
says, “They’re triumphant in the worst
of times, and I appreciate that.”

Pre-order the 2010 calendar at 
pinupsforpitbulls.com
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American Beauties

by the love of a Labrador
Retriever. “My friends in the
rap industry joke about how I’m
ruining their image by being
the lovey-dovey dog guy,” says
Esoteric, who has performed
with and opened up for Kanye
West, 50 Cent and Eminem.
In “Back to the Lab,” Esoteric

raps, “Women come and go but
a dog stays always/all days,
hanging by the couch or the
hallways/the simple sound of
me jingling my keys/will gener-
ate a look that could bring me
to my knees.” Fans of dogs
and rap dig that. Sample MC
Esoteric at esoterichiphop.com.

Boston-based
hip-hop artist

MC Esoteric (aka Seamus Ryan)
dropped a concept album this
fall that turns old school rap
depictions of fighting dogs up-
side down. Saving Seamus Ryan
tells the semi-autobiographical
story of a man who is redeemed

RAP
MC ESOTERIC’S

Restaged classics to the rescue
By Linda Lombardi

DOGPATCH
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Little Darling (Deirdre Franklin), with
Geisha from Shorty’s Rescue, Los Angeles
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Logan and Seamus Ryan


